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All citizens must have
right to protest: Kerry

Hints At Amnesty, Intolerance Issues At 1T Talk

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: US secretary of
state John Kerry used his
speech at IIT-Delhi on
Wednesday to emphasise the
rights of citizens to express
their views and protest with-
out fearing reprisal —arefer-
ence significantinlightof the
controversy surrounding se-
dition charges against Am-
nesty International as well as
the “intolerance” debate.
“The US and India will
have to keep faith in our dem-
ocratic values and uphold the
freedom that defines our
countries,” Kerry said in his

» Officials should facilitate
growth: Kerry, P 15

townhall address at the pres-
tigious institute.

Thesecretary of statesaid
“one has to respect rights of
all our citizens, regardless of
ethnicity, language or creed”.
This, he said, was important
“in order to... allow them to
protest in peace without fear
of reprisal or retribution,
without the fear of being
jailed for saying something”.

The address also saw Ker-
ry refer to the “special bond”
between US president Barack
Obama and PM Narendra
Modi, saying the two leaders
had worked hard to pursue
common goals in strategic
and economicspheres.

Kerry reiterated that Pa-
kistan had to work on terror
sanctuaries and push harder
against “indigenous groups”
operating from its soil, which
are creatingdifficultiesin In-
dia and Afghanistan. Howev-
er;, he added that terror
groups like Daesh (a substi-
tute namefor the so-called ‘Is-
lamic State’, al-Qaeda, LeT
and JeM could not be fought
by a single nation. “We are

Ajit Ninan

Indo-US partnership will fight

US AND US: US secretary of state
John Kerry addresses students at
IIT-Delhi on Wednesday

Pak terrorism on a level playing field

working on it. I have been
working on this issue very
hard. I have had many en-
gagements with (Pakistan
PM) Nawaz Sharif. We have
been talking on the sanctuar-
ies in the western part of the
country, how to deal more ef-

fectively with the Haqggani
network and LeT,” he said.

Referring to the South Chi-
na Sea, a joint statement is-
sued by India and US called for
“utmost respect” for global
laws, maintaining that there
must be “unimpeded lawful
commerce” throughout the
disputed region. The two
countries stressed “the impor-
tance of maintaining freedom
of navigation, freedom of
overflight, and unimpeded
lawful commerce throughout
the region, including in the
South China Sea”. In his
speech at IIT, Kerry said, “The
US continues to call on China
andthe Philippinestoabideby
the (UN) tribunal’s recent de-
cision (recognising Beijing
had violated Manila’s rights
in South China Sea) which is
final and legally binding on
both parties.”

Inasign thatthe USmain-
tains its support for India’s
NSG bid, the two sides added
in the statement, “In further
effort to strengthen global
non-proliferation and export
controls, the sides committed
to redouble their efforts to-
wards India’searly entry into
the NSG.”
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NEW DELHI, AUG. 31

Having been stuck in a
rain-related traffic jam for
the second time, US secre-
tary of state John Kerry on
Wednesday jokingly asked
IIT-Delhi students if they
had come to the campus on
boats.

“I don’t know if you came
in boats or amphibious
vehicles of some kind ... But
I salute you,” said a smiling
Mr Kerry to a packed audi-
ence after his carcade was
delayed in Delhi traffic
snarls as heavy rains led to
waterlogging on roads.

“You guys deserve an

Asian Age ND 01.09.2016 P-13

Did you reach in boats: Kerry to students

award for being able to get
here today,” said Mr Kerry
who had to cancel his trip
to three religious sites in
the old city after incessant
rains in the national capi-
tal. Mr Kerry was late for
the event at the 1IT by 40
minutes as his carcade
waded through the water-
logged roads from his hotel,
otherwise a 15-minute ride.
On Monday, on his way toa
hotel from the airport, the
US Secretary of State had
been reportedly stuck for
almost an hour in traffic
due to waterlogged roads.
Mr Kerry was supposed to
visit the historic Sisganj
Gurudwara, Gaurishankar
Temple and the iconic

IT-DELHI

Jama Masjid in the nation-
al capital after his 1IT
event, but that programme
was at first postponed and
eventually cancelled appar-
ently due to fears of mas-
sive traffic jams. According
to news agency reports, the
underpass near the Leela
Palace Hotel — where the
dignitary was staying —
was heavily flooded, lead-
ing to a massive traffic jam.

Delhi Congress chief Ajay
Maken blamed the AAP
government and BJP-led
MCDs for the waterlogging
and alleged that desilting of
drains were not finished by
the May 15 deadline.

In some places vehicles
were stuck on roads and

underpasscs due to break-
A few buses broke
down in the fooded
Jakhira underpass strand-
ing dozens of passengers
who were later taken out as
water starting reaching up
to the vehicle’s seats.
Commuters also had a
tough time due to traffic
spillover caused by VIP
movements on certain
roads. As per Safdarjung
observatory reading, the
city received 63.1 mm rain-
fall while the Palam obser-
vatory recorded 556 mm
rains. With MeT depart-
ment forecasting rains on
tomorrow as well, traffic
woes are feared to contin-
ue.
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[1Ts at the bottom of Asia’s innovative univ ranking, patent system to be blamed

http://www.hindustantimes.com/education/iits-at-bottom-of-asia-s-innovative-universities-ranking-patent-system-to-
be-blamed/story-gvipS0doclykDT77s5G000.html

The Indian Institutes of Technology at Delhi and Mumbai are at the bottom of Asia’s most innovative universities’ rankings
released late Tuesday and the reason is the bunching of their research work with that of smaller lITs.

The lITs rank 72 on the Reuters Top 75: Asia’s Most Innovative Universities list that identifies institutions doing the most
to advance science, invent new technologies and help drive the global economy. The Indian Institute of Science in
Bangalore, the only other Indian institute in the list, is ranked 73.

“World-class campuses like IIT Delhi and IIT Bombay may have ranked much higher on the list if they weren’t grouped in
with smaller and newer institutes like IIT Tirupati and IIT Palakkad,” said Reuters.

Of the top 20 universities, 17 are in Japan and South Korea.
Reuters attributed underperformance by some countries to “the way they organise their university systems”.

A network of 23 universities, IITs centralised their patent administration, so it was not always possible to identify which
constituent university was responsible for what research, said Reuters, which ranked the entire IIT system as opposed to
an individual university.

KAIST, also known as Korea Advanced Institute of Science & Technology, tops the ranking followed by Japan’s University
of Tokyo. Seoul National University has been rated third in the list that has 22 Chinese universities —-more than any other
country. China’s highest ranked university is Beijing-based Tsinghua University, which is at number 13 on the list.

International ranking of IITs, or the absence of them, has been a matter of concern. None of the lITs figure among top 200
global schools.

Skewed teacher-student ratio and poor representation of foreign students are among the major factors for lITs dismal
international standing.

Though IITs set aside 25% of the seats for overseas students, there are only 130 foreign scholars enrolled in post-graduate
courses and about 100 for PhD. There are 25,000 Indian students enrolled in these programmes.

Concerned over fewer foreign students opting for India, especially from the neighbouring countries, the IIT council now
plans to hold admission tests to undergraduate and post-graduate courses in all Saarc countries, barring Pakistan, and
Singapore, Dubai and Ethiopia.

Reuters ranking is based on a methodology that focuses on academic papers, which indicate basic research performed at
a university, and patent filings, which point to an institution’s interest in protecting and commercializing its discoveries.
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Mumbai: Six of 10 residents
at the Indian Institute of
Technology-Bombay (IIT-B)
showered once every two or
threedays, finding the “task”
taxing. A small10% that took
a bath just once a week and
justabout 30% took abath ev-
eryday. This is one of the
findings of the second edi-
tion of the senior survey at
the institute, conducted by
students, which received re-
sponses from 332 candidates
of the passing-out class, in-
cluding undergraduates,
dual-degree students, MSc
and MTech graduates.

The hangover of hostel
life is likely to linger long af-
ter graduation, for 40% of
theresidentsplan tolivewith
friends, 27% wish to go back
home and 19% would like to
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70% of IT1-B students skip daily
bath, 40% wzsh to live on with pals
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livealone. On the other hand,
66% maintained close rela-
tions with their folks back
home while 29.8% had a low-

er-than-average interaction
with theirparents.

While in Mumbai, they
had ticked off quite a few
items on their bucketlist.
Some 52.4% had experienced
the classic dream of every col-
lege student — a road trip to
Goa with friends. Then, 70%
travelled ticketless on a local
train and 55.7%, on being in-
spired by the James Bond mo-
vie ‘Casino Royale’, have

played poker or blackjack.

On their marital plans,
the survey found that 39.15%
did not wish to dig their own
grave until after five years;
31% were clueless while
21.4% wanted to marry be-
tween three and five vears
down the line. On religious
beliefs, 39% respondents
said they were believers, 21 %
said they identified them-
selves as atheists and 39%
said they were agnostic.

Almost 70.5% of the re-
spondents graduated as
bachelors of technology.

33.75% recelved an addition-
al minor or an honours de-
gree or both alongside. This
yvear'srespondentshadanav-
erage CPIlof 7.87.163 of them
had a CPI greater than 8
whileonly 43 had CPIgreater
than 9. “A symmetric distri-
bution across responses saw
35.7% wanting a decent CPI
whereas 32.6% were unable
to reach their potential,”
said Shreerang Javadekar,
chief editor of Insight, the
ITT-B newspaper which con-
ducted the survey.

In terms of attendance,
39.75% said they would have
attended most classes while
32.5% said they have would
have preferred attending as
few lectures as possible.
Some 7.5% said they would
have attended all classes
nonetheless. Interestingly,
16.2% have never visited the
institute’scentral library.
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